Introduction to Imperialism
Adapted from -Columbia Encyclopedia, Sixth Edition, http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Imperialism,
Modern World History, McDougal Littell

Imperialism is the policy of extending the control or authority over foreign entities.  An imperialistic nation acquires territory either through direct territorial control or through indirect methods.  Direct methods include outright occupation, sometimes by force.  Indirect methods include exerting control on the politics and/or economy of other countries. The term is used by some to describe the policy of a country in maintaining colonies and dominance over distant lands.

Imperialists normally believe that an empire is a positive good.  An imperialist  assumes that their nation is culturally, racially,  or religiously superior to all others. Those who have lived under an imperialist government often consider imperialism to be exploitation, or the act of treating people unfairly.  This view is often shared by at least some of  the citizens of the imperialistic state.
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From the 15th to the 17th century, the Portuguese and the Dutch built imperialistic “trading empires” in Africa and the East. These empires exploited the resources and commerce of lands already developed (India, China). The Spanish, English, and Portuguese established important colonies in various areas of the New World in the 16th and 17th centuries, hoping to exploit the mineral wealth of the lands they conquered.  
Imperialism was reborn in the West in the mid 19th century.   New industrial nations arose in Europe and America.  Great Britain, long an imperial power, was joined by France, Belgium, Germany, and to a lesser extent, by the U.S. and Japan, in the quest for empire. The increase of manufactured goods in the Industrial Revolution introduced a new form of imperialism, as industrial nations scrambled for markets and for raw materials.  The industrial nations viewed an empire as a measure of national greatness.  Because they had advanced technology, many citizens of industrialized nations sometimes assumed they were racially superior to others.  This racist attitude was expressed frequently by leaders in government, religion, and business.
1. What kind of empire did the Portuguese and the Dutch build?

A. colonial

B. military

C. trade

D. territorial

2. Which of the following is the BEST description of imperialism?

A. a business in which investors pool their money for a common purpose, then share the wealth

B. a policy in which a strong nation seeks to dominate other countries politically, economically, socially, or militarily

C. military conquest of an area or region

D. an economic system based on equal trading rights

3. Imperialistic nations tended to 

A. be highly religious.

B. have a farm-based economy.

C. be industrialized.

             D. be only those nations that were formed in the 15th and 16th centuries.

4. One of the major goals of an imperialistic nation is to

A. acquire areas, regions, or nations that can be exploited as a source of raw materials, and as a market for manufactured goods.

B. seize territory from other imperialistic nations.

C. conquer their neighbors.

D. use religion as a “tool” to suppress native peoples.

5. After reading the article, what are 2 reasons we can infer led to Imperialism?
Here, a group of upper-class British hunters has taken a break from shooting tigers in India. Notice the mingling of British and Indian traditions. The hunters have traveled with their Indian servants on howdahs and elephants. Yet they have stopped for tea (a very British tradition) and are ostensibly eating Huntley & Palmers Biscuits, a very British product.








